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Boanxuy I'abpuana. [lamaTs U counanbHoe B3au-
MO/IeliCTBHE B TOPOICKOM IIPOCTPaHCTBE.

N3ydeHne ropoJcKOr0 MPOCTPAaHCTBA PYMBIH B TeEC-
HOM B3aHMOJICHCTBHU C TEM, YTO MOXET Ha3bIBATHCS KY-
JIBTYpHOI MaMAThIO OOIIMH, MPEACTaBIIET cOOON IUCIH-
IUTMHY, KOTOpasi HeNpephIBHO pa3BUBAeTCsA U Oasupyercs
Ha JOCTHIXKCHUAX PA3JIMYHBIX HAYYHBIX HaHpaBHeHHﬁ.
BrisBneHHe MeCT M MPaKTUK, KOTOpble O0OecHednBalorT,
XpaHAT U NEPEPACIPEAETAIOT MaMATh 10 OTHOLICHHIO K
00IIecTBy, MOMYEPKHYB HMX 3HAUCHHE JUI MOAJCP)KaHHS
XKH3HH B COOOINECTBE, B IIOCIETHEE BpPEMs CTAHOBSTCA
TIOBOJIOM ISl CEPBE3HBIX MEXANCIUILUTHHAPHBIX HCCIIEI0-
BaHWH.

The study of the urban Romanian space in tight
relation with what could be called the cultural
memory of a community represents a discipline in
continuous development, reuniting contributions
from different scientific areas. The discovery of
places and the practices that assure, conserve and
redistribute the memory towards the community,
the emphasizing of their importance in supporting
life within a community is, lately, the main concern
of some serious analysis developed in a multidisci-
plinary spirit. Only such an approach allows the
recognition of the functioning connections of the
urban space and its memory. The exhibitions held
in museums with identity objects, the organizing of
the habitable space or the visual manipulation of the
city for the purpose of the ideological identifying,
represent sometimes possible directions for a more
profound examination of these relations.

The research is organized around fundamental
concepts, such as the collective identity, the cultural
memory - concepts that take shape at the confluence
of some socio-human disciplines. The collective
identity can be defined as “the capacity of some
community of recognizing itself as a group; the at-
tribute of the cohesion principle (ethnic identity,
local identity, professional identity); resource for
life within a society and for the collective act-
ing” (D. Segrestin).

As for the concept of cultural memory, a step
has already been made towards an interactive pro-
cess between the collective memory and the institu-
tionalized answer of a society that faces the chal-
lenge formulated by the necessity of patrimonialize
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a past significant from the cultural-identitary point
of view. The key concepts of the present research —
cultural identity, collective memory and inter-ethnic
communication — will be regarded from an inter-
disciplinary perspective, taking into consideration
the practices of the popular culture in the urban en-
vironment, identifying specific elements of tradi-
tional or cultural-identitary traditions in the passive
stock of the urban inhabitants’ memory, considering
both the ethnic specific for certain cities.

The present study, organized rather like a reflec-
tion on the viability of the methodology that will be
used in the actual research, is structured as a ques-
tioning and substantiation of the epistemological
and methodological status of the ‘oral history’ in
the wide range of the socio-human sciences.

Considering the approaching of this concept,
could be shaped two initial coordinates-
interrogations that require a ramification: on one
side can be questioned the capacity of the ‘oral his-
tory’ of conducting toward and substantiate a scien-
tifically established knowledge, rigorous and viable,
on the other side the researcher’s attention must
insist on the methodological valences that devolves
upon the “oral history”. In other words, what we
can know and in what way (methodos) or how we
can know, using the documents of ‘oral history’, in
the same time contributing to the configuration of
such collections. Actually, will be interrogated the
double quality of the analyzed concept: that of
method and document. We will notice during this
process that this distinction (method-document),
due to some consideration rather methodological,
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will prove to be fecund, because it focalizes the at-
tention on some positive valences of the concept,
emphasizing its unity and oneness, discriminating/
identifying/conceiting its limitation and
‘incriminating’ the abuses.

A necessity almost constituent to any argumen-
tation appears, organizing itself around this concept
(‘oral history’) that represents a double reference of
it, on one hand to the aspects of orality and on the
other to the discourses that the memory emphasizes.

This approach, quite abstract and didacticist, will
prove its viability if the ‘ramification’ of these ref-
erences will entail new horizons, like the rapport
memory-identity, for naming just an example re-
garding the possibilities of approaching this prob-
lems.

The exploratory character of the oral history col-
lection becomes visible in the moment it is under-
stood the fact that this “construction”, beyond its
dialogical aspect, represents a “provocation”, a built
instrument, because the oral history collection
“answers”, in some way, to a researching intention,
to a working interrogations-hypothesis of the re-
searcher; therefore “a life history represents espe-
cially the exploring of many possibilities: the de-
tails, the complexity of the emotional involvement
set in motion the perception from its stagnant posi-
tion allowing it to open for the sense or senses™.
Between them — researcher and interviewed, must
be established a spontaneous relationship. The na-
ture of human relationships favors the establishing
of a dialog in which the researcher must own the
ability of revealing himself as little as possible in
order to avoid the producing of “predictable an-
swers”, causing in the same time revelations from
the subject, who has already become dialog partner
and not only an information source.

The oral history always reveals itself in its dou-
ble quality of method but also of document, an
‘open’ document as we mentioned, due to the gra-
date character of the research, correlated with the
phenomena’s dynamic.

Further more, an ethnological viable document
allows new opportunities, new approaches, new
starting points, new interrogations. In this respect
Ricsur highlighted that: “at the epistemological lev-
el, the autonomy of history toward the memory it is
distinguished with intensity at the level of explana-
tion/comprehension. (...) there is no document
without a question and no question without an ex-
planation project. The document becomes proof
particularly in comparison with the explanation™”.

Although Ricceur is referring at the historic doc-
ument, the extrapolation can be done in the folklor-
ist area either, taking into consideration the charac-
teristics of archiving and historizing the socio-
cultural facts. So, he asserted that “nothing is itself
a document, even if any past residuum is potential
evidence. For the historian, the document is not
simply given, as might suggest the idea of vestige.
It is searched and found. More, it is circumcised
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and, therefore, constitutes, instituted as document
through interrogation™.

The author makes a direct referring at the oral
history documents, evidencing “the same character-
ization of the document, through the applied inter-
rogation, is pertinent for a category of unwritten
evidences, recorded oral evidences that the micro-
history and the present history intensely use. They
play an important role in the conflict between the
survivors’ memory and the already written history.
Or, these oral testimonies represent documents only
after they have been recorded; at that moment, they
abandoned the oral sphere for entering into the writ-
ten one, estranging from the role of usual conversa-
tion evidence. Then, one could appreciate that the
memory was registered and documented. Its object
is no more a remembrance in the proper sense of the
word, meaning that is no longer involved in a rela-
tion of continuity and approaching with the present
of the conscience™.

The working hypothesis includes the explana-
tion, the initial interrogation, and the entire argu-
mentative intervention is organized around this
point, the ulterior interpretation depending on its
theorized viability. In the same time, the oral histo-
ry collection doesn’t waste its valences during a
single researching cycle, because it can involve new
opportunities, new approaches or achievements in
time and space, ulterior comparative studies etc.,
extending the area of the preoccupations that gener-
ated it.

Although the border line between the qualitative
-quantitative studies is a very strict one, as regards
the acquiring of some viable results is necessary the
cumulative use of different techniques and methods
of investigation. The qualitative methods involve a
greater freedom concerning both the thematic and
the interviewed people.

Characterized by fluidity, improvisation, the
qualitative studies are realized in an open horizon,
not without any organization. Therefore it is prefer-
able in a spontaneous context that will entail the
active implication of the interviewed people in the
dialog, in an ambiance that, although it aims for the
recording, must keep and favor the development of
genuine dialogue.

This attitude will favor the opening, the sponta-
neous orientation of the approached theme towards
ramifications that were ignored before, but that
would prove to be fecund on the way. The rigor, the
pre-established structure of the questionnaires or
field investigation — methods with a quantitative
tint, will complete in an extent, sometimes statistic
manner, the elements observed at the level of a
small community, but viable organization of them
can’t be done without realizing an orienting, pilot
qualitative study.

The methodological, sociologized super-
rationalization, specific to the quantitative methods,
sometimes prove to be too rigid when portraying
some aspects from the socio-cultural field of some
particular cases, even unusual, comparing to the
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general situation, loosing in this way the relevant
information. The role of the qualitative studies,
among which the oral history method is very often
used, is a major one, especially in such “minor”, but
relevant for the entire community cases. We might
take as fecund such an orientation of the oral history
method on the relevant case, on some “talking per-
sons”, through whom the community, the social
structures can be regarded as mirrors of some par-
ticular situations in the ‘lived event (of life)’ under
the circumstances of our theme of investigation —
the status of propriety and the dynamic of mentali-
ties in the post-communist period.

Must also be mentioned the possibilities of ma-
nipulation in directions without any scientific
ground of some oral history documents, “the enthu-
siasm for life histories leads to some exaggerations,
either regarded as object or method of study. From
the ethnologic, anthropologic or narrative point of
view, the relativity and the fragmentarism induced
by the absolutization of an individual perspective
can_ lead to interpretations without scientific val-
ue’™.

The configuration of the oral history collection
needs a double attention, either methodological or
deontological. On this ground, the methodological
requirements are intersecting with those of profes-
sional ethic. They can easily be correlated with the
binominal objectivity-subjectivity, and the realiza-
tion of any ethnological document must be related
to this problems. Thus, “taking into consideration
the context variables that confer a unique character
to each performance within the oral cultures, must
accept the fact that the ethnological documents are
partial fictive creations, a result of integrating the
significance transmitted by the creator (interpret) in
the subjective issues area of the researcher’s compe-
tence and objectives™®.

The life history is intrinsically connected to the
‘memory’, as prime substrate that needs investiga-
tions. The reference that Paul Ricceur specifies in
his work The memory, the history, the forgetting
when mentioning ,,the notions and words history”
proves to be ,.instructive” in our case as well. Thus,
he highlighted: “the Greeks had two words mng¢mg¢
and anamngsis for designating on one side the
memory that emerges in a such passive way that its
appearance within the spirit can be characterized as
affection — pathos —, on the other side, the memory
as object of a quest named usually remembrance,
effort for remembering. Successively, found and
looked after, the memory situates itself at the cross-
ing of semantics and pragmatics. To remember
means to have a memory or to be in the situation of
searching for a memory. In this respect, the ques-
tion how? asked by anamngsis tends to detach itself
from the question what? asked in a stricter way by
mn¢m¢”. Therefore, it treats the chosen path, “from
what? to who?, go beyond how? — from recollection
to the reflected memory, passing through reminis-
cence (or remembrance)”’. The discourse on the
methodological and deontological aspects of config-
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uration, respectively the consulting of oral history
collections can be built around this fix axel that
Ricceur mentioned, that of the double hypostasis of
the memory — as a passive recollection, under the
badge of affection that appears spontaneously, re-
spectively of ‘remembrance’ that involves an ‘effort
for remembering’.

The respecting of some deontological principles
the moment the data are collected must represent
essential problems within any study that involves
the field researching, due to the implication that it
has on the results of the researching regarded as an
assemblage and especially on the assurance, on the
creation of a trust and confidentiality climate that
will not allow the respondent to hide certain events,
opinions, representations or images. The life history
is “never the pure reality, but its representation, or
exactly this thing is fundamental for the researching
that refers to the property’s images in the dynamic
of the contemporary mentalities. It is intended the
deciphering of some modalities regarding the as-
sembling of significations, the senses of the proper-
ty’s image, of their connection with different social,
cultural (inheritance, migration, mobility, collectivi-
zation, urbanization etc.) aspects, and also the re-
construction of the mental elaboration’s process of
the social practices specific for some periods of
time more or less recent.

The memory can be, or rather is necessary
to be correlated with the concept of identity, which
we will approach in our research as “relational man-
ifestation”, surpassing the alternatives objectivism/
subjectivism. The identity is not an immutable
“offering”, but “it is constantly constructed and re-
constructed within the social exchanges”. Therefore
it is conferred an important share to the relational
situation and to the actor that confers significance,
the identification being now at the same level with
the differentiation.

The relation memory — identity is intrinsic for
every study that aims the configuration of the oral
history collection because “every self history im-
plies the relation with the other from the near or the
larger group, with the other similar or different. So,
it is a manner for the identity quest, for the expres-
sion of certain opinions, beliefs, values on which it
is created an individual or collective existence.

The specific of an autobiographical narration is
that of expressing, either implicit or explicit, such a
horizon of representations, related with concrete
circumstances from the living that are rendered,
judged, evaluated, retroactive interpreted, according
to the events that captured them, to what the one
who lived them became or what he thinks he be-
came and also to the present events™. The research
of the quotidian life, of the small fact that proves to
be significant on the way, opens a fecund horizon
for the folklorist research because, “confronted with
the complexity of the lived event, many common
places or stereotypes are taken down and exposed to
questions and to problematization (...)”'".
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We know that the representations are continually
reconstructing themselves, deteriorating, amplifying
or perishing. Ricceur emphasized the necessity of
avoiding the confusion “between the confirmed
facts and the happened events. A vigilant epistemol-
ogy warn us against the illusion of believing that
what we call a fact coincides with what had really
happened and even with the living recollection kept
by the witnesses, as if the fact would have been
asleep until the moment the historians extracted it.
This illusion against which Henri Marrou had been
fighting in De la connaissance historique (Paris, Du
Seuil Publishing House, 1954), maintained for a
long time the belief that the historic fact isn’t funda-
mentally different by the emplrlc fact from the ex-
perimental sciences of nature”''. The distinction
between the historic fact and the rememorized real
event must be taken into consideration. So, “the fact
is not the event, rendered to life by a witness-
conscience, but the content of an enunciation that
desires to represent it. As a result, always should be
written: the fact that one thing or another had hap-
pened. This way, the fact can be regarded as con-
structed by the procedure that extracts it from a
range of documents, about which we can assert that
they establish. This reciprocity between construc-
tion (through the procedure of complex documenta-
tion) and the establishing that (on the basis of the
document) expresses the epistemological status spe-
cific for the historic fact. The sentential character of
the historic fact (meaning: the fact that) governs the
modality of truth of false of the fact”'%.

We consider the middle path as bemg the most
prolific, meaning that the combining of the two ap-
proaches, that of writing the autobiography inde-
pendently by the researcher’s presence and of the
controlled drawing up and recording, in order to
limit as much as possible their disadvantages and to
fully enjoy the advantages of both approaches-
challenges of the remembrance effort. We can talk
about three types of interview — directive, non-
directive and semi-directive.

As their naming indicates, the first type takes
into account the obtaining of some answers at the
pre-established questions that will be used in statis-
tic purposes, the second type refers to an indirect
and open approach of the interlocutor, being en-
couraged to adopt a spontaneous discourse. Because
of the impossibility of constructing ‘total neutrali-
ty’, since the simple presence of the researcher rep-
resents a distortion factor of a normal communica-
tion situation, the non-directive 1nterV1ew is always,
in different extents, a semi-directive one'’

They represent 1deal types of 1nterv1ews, in fact
there are mixed interviews, but the most viable
seems to be the semi-directive one because, assum-
ing both flaws and advantages of the other two
types of interview, will be able to foresee the even-
tual deviations or to use their fecund valences.

‘The authenticity’ of the configured document
can be questioned, considering that this represents
actually the product of the interaction researcher-
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interlocutor; can we therefore talk about the epis-
temic substrate of the remembrance effort when ‘the
provocation’ of the memory pushes the methodolo-
gy towards the experiment? Certainly yes, because
the practice of the ethno-folkloric researching con-
tributed at the elaboration of some rules that the
researcher must bear in mind in his field work and
not only, for not altering or vitiating the quality of
document of the collected material. Thus, the build-
ing of a trustful relation appears as one of the pre-
liminary conditions for proper development of the
interview. For this, the researcher must have pa-
tience and must familiarize himself with the studied
subject because he can’t just pretend to talk sponta-
neously about personal events from his life. Also, as
a general rule, he must provide information with
reference to his person. The analysis of the condi-
tions of producing the story (the relation researcher/
subject, the situation of the interview, the condi-
tions of realization) appears as one of the essential
stages of the research. Because we can consider the
biography a common production, it is necessary an
ethnographic reflection regarding the activity of
investigation and the studied object. Far from aspir-
ing at the perfect neutrality, this is about the reveal-
ing of any form of subjectivity induced by the pres-
ence of the researcher, in order to integrate it in the
anallzfsis and to notify it in the moment of publish-
ing .

So, the interpretation of the story must include
the analysis of its conditions of production in order
to validate the authenticity. In the same time it pre-
sumes a triple reference at the three levels of reality
connected with the discourse: the fonnal realzty, the
represented reality and the lived reality". The first
covers the area of law and norms. The second con-
cerns the representations, the moral and the ideolo-
gies. Finally, the third level refers to the social prac-
tice, the behaviors and the actions of the individu-
als. One of the main tasks of the researcher is,
therefore, to unravel the contradictions from the
domain of law and of practice, in order to determme
the way in which are interiorized the norms'®. So,
this approach seems to be able to substantlate the
theme of our research that is the status of the prop-
erty and the dynamic of mentality from the post-
communist period, considering the complexity of
the correlations that can be made in this respect.

The provoking and the investigation of the per-
sonal narrations, the consulting, respectively the
configuration on the oral history collections needs
permanent methodological and deontological refer-
ences, the interdisciplinary studies being able to
answer to such scientific requirements and even
more, such a measure aspires to contribute at con-
stant elaborations and redefinitions of its methodol-

ogy.
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Boamsxiy I'adpiena. Ilam'saTs i comiaanbna B3aemo-
ais y MicbkoMy npocTtopi. BuBueHHs MiCBKOTO IIPOCTO-
PY PYMYHIB y TiCHIH B3aeMOAii 3 THM, 10 MOXE Ha3HBa-
TUCS KYJIBTYPHOIO NaM’STTIO TPOMajH, SBISE COOOIO
JTUCHHUIUTIHY, 110 Oe3MepePBHO PO3BUBAETHCS Ta 0A3y€Th-
Csl Ha JIOCSATHEHHSX PI3HUX HAyKOBUX HANpsIMKiB. Buss-
JICHHS MICIIEBOCTEH Ta MPaKTHK, sKi 32a0e3MeqyroTh, 30e-
piraioTh Ta MEepPepo3NOAUISIOTE ITaM'sITh 10 BiJHOUICHHIO
JI0 CYCIIiJIbCTBA, MIIKPECINBIIN X 3HAYSHHS JUIA MiATPHU-
MKH JKHUTTSI y CITIIBTOBAPUCTBi, OCTaHHIM 4YacoM CTalOTh
MPUBOJIOM ISl CEPHO3HMX MIKIUCIMIUTIHAPHUX JTOCII-
JKEHb.

AHTPONOJIOTIUHI Ta MCUXOJOTIYHI CTYIIl 3 MUTaHHS
CYCIUIBHOT, HAIlIOHAJBHOT Ta 1HIAWBIyadbHOI MMaM’sTi B
ypOaHICTHYHOMY CEpPEIOBHILI, a TAKOXK CIpoOa BiJl CITifI-
KyBaTH LIUIIXM Ta €Taly iX peaiizalii B 3aKpUTHUX YH
PI3HOIIAPOBHX COIiaJIbHUX, €THOTPa(iYHNX Tpymnax cTa-
BHTHCS 32 METY AociuipkeHHs. [Tam’aTh 1 corianbHa B3ae-
MOJ(isl € TeHETHYHO TOB’SI3aHUMHU IOHSATTAMH: 3 OJJHOTO
OOKy CITiTbHA TIaM’sSITh TIPOAYKYE B3a€EMOJII0 B COIlialIb-
HUX TPyNax CHUTBHOTO CepefoBHINa (B HAIIOMY JOCIi-
JDKEHHI — MICBKOTO TpocTopy). OnHak, couiaibHa B3ae-
MOJIisl, SIKa TPUBAE TIEBHUH Yac MPUBOANTH 10 CTBOPEHHS
CYMDKHOI, CIIJBHOI Mmam’siTi. ANTOPUTM TaKoro IOABIH-
HOTO TIepexXoay BiJ MUTAHHA «II0?» 0 «XTO?» depes
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[UISAX, KA MOYKHA OKPECHHTH <«sK?». ETHorpadiuna
0a3a JOCTIUKEHHS NOJSITra€ B WOTO METOJOJOTii Ta y
MIPOCTOPOBOMY BHOOpiI — ypOaHICTHYHE CepeOBHILE.
CouiosoriyHa ckiazoBa — 0a3yeTbesl y MOLIYKOBI 1/1eH-
THYHOCTI €THOTpa(iyHUX OJUHUIb y 33aHIH TUIOLIHHI.

[lo crocyeTbCcst MOHATTS KyJNBTYPHOI HaM'siTi, KPOK
BIKE 3pOOJICHUI B CTOPOHY IHTEPAKTHBHOT'O MPOIIECY MiXk
KOJICKTUBHOIO TTaM’SITTIO Ta IHCTUTYIIHHOIO BiATIOBIIIIO
CYCHINBCTBA, IO CTAaBUTHh 3aBIHAaHHSA COHOPMYIHOBAHE
HEOOXIJHICTIO MATPiMOHIAI3MY SIK 3HAYHOTO MHUHYJIOTO
3 TOYKH 30pY KyJIbTYpHOI ineHTH(ikamii. Lle mocmimxen-
Hsl, OpraHi30BaHe IBHUIIE K BIIOOPa)KEHHS KUTTE3AT-
HOCTI METOMOJIOTi, sika Oyae BHKOPHUCTOBYBATHCS B
MIPaKTUYHHUX JOCIIJDKEHHAX, CTPYKTYpOBaHa y BHIVISAIL
AHKETYBaHHA Ta OOIPYHTYBaHHS eIiCTEMOJIOTIYHOTO i
METOJIOJIOTIYHOTO CTaTycy "ycHOI icTopii" B IMIHMPOKOMY
ZiarmazoHi coIiaabHO-aHTPOTIOJIOTITHOT HAYKH.

Kniwouoei cnoea: ioenmuunicms, memooonozis, mi-
CbKuUll npocmip, cnaowuna.
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