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Buaka JI. Odpa3 Boxbeit MaTtepu B no3tnyeckux npoussenenusix K. Mopaarenko. Bonpoc nyxoBHOoCTH 1
XPHUCTHAHCKOH TPajULUM SBISETCS JTOCTATOYHO OOBEMHBIM OTBETBICHHEM B COBPEMEHHOI YKpaMHCKOH JTeparype.
IMTosTOMYy IeJIb CTAaThH — HCCIEN0BaTh OHOIeiickie MOTHBBL, ClokeThl 0 MaTepu boxbel, chopMupoBaTh cBoeoOpasHyIo
XPOHOJIOTHIO XKU3HU Mapuu, IpoaHaIM3UpOBaTh 00pasHyIo nanutpy 6ubdieiickoro apxeruna B TBopuectse K. Mopnare-
HKO. MeToabl HcCIe0BAHHUSA: HCTOPUKO-IUTEPaTypHBIH, HOOOpa3HUii, CpPaBHUTENBHOTO aHanu3a. HayuyHasi HOBU3HA
MIPOSIBJISIETCS. B TOM, YTO JIO CHX IIOp MOYTH HET HAayuHBIX cTaTel 0 mo3TudeckoM Hacieauu K. MopraTeHko B L€JI0M U
€ro [yXOBHBIX TEKCTaX YaCTHOCTU. BbIBOABI. MBI pacCMOTpENIN PEIUTUO3HBIE CTUXH, T1€ MOPO3HB SIPKO U MHOTOKPaTHO
BhIUCcaH obpa3 boropomuisl B TBopuecTBe K. Mopaarenko. ABTop cneruduyecku, B pa3sHBIX paKypcax anpoOupyer
JTAaHHYIO TEMAaTHKY, IPUAAET €l HOBOI'O 3By4aHHs U CMBICIIOB.

Knwueswvre cnosa: K. Mopoamenxo, peaueuosnasn noasus, Mamepo boowcvsa, Hucyc Xpucmoc, eepa, bubnus, Ho-

6blll 3asem.

Setting the problem in general view and its connection
with important scientific and practical tasks. Biblical stories
and images are used by many artists — sculptors, graphics,
painters, composers, theater directors, writers. In different peri-
ods, H. Skovoroda, T. Shevchenko, I. Franko, N. Koroleva,
Lesia Ukrayinka, O.Kobylianska, B.I. Antonych, 1. Bahrianyi,
T. Shevchuk, L. Kostenko, I. Rymaruk, P. Midianka, M. Ki-
yanovska, D. Matiyash and other appealed to biblical motives.
The problem of spirituality and Christian tradition is enough
actual offset in modern Ukrainian literature. The impact of bib-
lical books on literature works is still enormously prolific and
very significant, as Bible is inexhaustible source of primordial
topics, which will never stop to be relevant. Konstiantyn Mor-
datenko is very copious author of cultivation of biblical and
new Testament themes and plot. This topic is still absolutely
unexplored and non-examined by literary critics, that’s why,
our article is essentially propaedeutic studio of religious poems
of Bila Tserkva poet. ,,K. Mordatenko is one of a few modern
Ukrainian poets, in whose creativity spiritual motives are domi-
nated (it is necessary to tell, that there are not only religious or
historical-philosophic topics, but those which are connected
with soul purity, childish innocence and light). Spiritual works
of the author are connected with images of Ukrainian victorious
past, bloody pages of history and biblical archetypes, etc.”

Analysis of investigations and publications of the prob-

lem. Nowadays, scientists try to comprehend morally-ethical
content of Christian doctrine in general in a new way, appealing
to the image of Christ, Mother of God, their generally human
feat. Except of parable stories and motives, using of stories
about actions of prophets-saints, apostolic stories, Ukrainian
literature implements artistic rethinking of evangelical stories.
In recent decades, Ukrainian literary studies received row of
scientific investigations connected with reception of Bible in
Ukrainian and worldwide literatures, transformation, rethinking
of Christian elements in works of Ukrainian writers of different
epochs (Ye. Sverstiuk’, M. Zhulynskyi, V. Antofiychuk,
V. Sulyma®’, M. Klochek and other). V. Antofiychuk imple-
ments the attempt to consider regularity and originality of re-
ception of ideas and images of New Testament in Ukrainian
literature of the XX century in his investigation, to reproduce
historical context of assimilation of evangelical story-
imaginative material, to reveal ,,agreement” and distance be-
tween writers and New Testament. I. Betko, modern investiga-
tor of the problem ,,Bible and Ukrainian poetry” indicates that
perfect knowledge of Bible ,helped to see better and under-
stand specifically-historical, national in all its drama". She also
emphasizes, that period of the end of XIX — beginning of XX
centuries was especially intensive in Bible exploration by
Ukrainian culture, marked by "bright individually-creative col-

oring””.
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Aim of the article: to research biblical motives, stories
about Mother of God, form peculiar chronology of Maria’s
life, analyze imaginative palette of biblical archetype in
works of K. Mordatenko.

Presenting main material of investigation. Beside
approbation of parable plots and motives and using of narra-
tions about actions of prophets-saints, apostolic preaches,
Ukrainian literature interprets morally-ethical content of
Christian doctrine in general in a new way, appealing to the
image of Christ, Mother of God, their generally human feat.
It is known, that ,,Religious plots of many works — are the
way of expression personal vision of one or another phe-
nomena and processes of modern reality, comprehension of
human being. So, not abstract didactics must be leading in
studying of transformation "imaginative language of New
Testament, but motive, elementary semantic structure, cre-
ated by numerous microscopic elements of narration, which
acquire complicated associative-symbolic sounding™.

K. Mordatenko appeals more to images of New Testa-
ment in his spiritual creativity, he is interested in figures of
Jesus Christ, Mother of God. Different sainted persons are
presented in his texts, who are mentioned in Bible and in the
history of Church in general, in particular, Symon Kyry-
neiskyi, Kyr Andriy, Blessed Mykolay Chernetskyi, Yosyp
Slipyi, Klymentiy, Pavlo and other.

K. Mordatenko frequently creates ,,mystically-religious
sketches, such apocrypha, where the author rethinks tradi-
tional Christian symbols, which fluently flow into true liv-
ing paganism. And again, as in the ,,Prayer of Infant”, Hu-
man is the main driving force of the Universe, who creates
personal history on personal land”’, that we can meet in the
collection ,,Ukrainhelie” (2009).

Many author’s poems are dedicated to certain religious
date, Mordatenko forms in such way church calendar of his
texts. The first pome, that chronologically describes life of
Mother of God in ontological understanding is text
,,Christmas of Devotion Mother of God — September,8
(21)”. The writing is not saturated with difficult instructive
content, is not overloaded with church language, etc., it is in
easy, simple manner of almost childish writing, retelling
biblical story of conception and birth of Maria. Even more,
the poem absolutely doesn’t have sacral and first lines,
which describe the moment of conception of Devotion, de-
scribe the scene of love of two elderly people Yakym and
Anna in naturalistic and somewhat outright way:

sopiv nad neyu, kvoli stehna miav,
na vushko shepotiv: ,,moya zh ty kralia,
tu naydorozhche, tu — moya simya,
zhyttia bez tebe vzhe ne uyavliayu”;
vin yazychkom takravs’ yiyi hrudey,
shcho vtratyly davno solodku nizhnist’,
zneviryvshys’, shcho matymut’ ditey,
kohalys’litni cholovik i zhinka®
Pastoral Hosanna to newborn girl Maria and futuristic

allusion in her future large role in the life of whole humanity
and the world are the ode of cited poetry: zyavylos’ vporu
bazhane dytia... / plitkarky vhamuvalysia nasylu, / tsi-
kavylys’ v batkiv: «nazvaly yak?» - Mariyeyu... kolys’ naro-
dyt’ syna...’

Poetry ,,Introduction into the church of mother of
God — November, 21 (December, 4)” is logical continua-
tion of the story of birth of Mother of God. Here we see
again apocryphal household scene, that is absolutely atypi-
cal for canonical biblical story, with all its elements: spalo
divcha yak zavzhdy, / z lialkoyu v teplomu lizhku, / batko
skazav: ,ne budy/ hay shche pospyt’ hocha b trishky”; /
maty sama ne svoya — / ochi hovala pomerkli,/ vstalo
nevdovzi dytia — / silo na horshchyk samenke [...] pislia
ohaynyh vbyran’, / vyishly odiahneni z haty —/ litni batky
vely v hram / donechku, shcho posmihalas’'. Family pre-
pares for the first procession of the daughter to the church
and the author describes the scene such as this is Ukrainian
family, whose traditions are always connected with worship
of church as the House of God. And only finishing of the
poem carries sacral message to recipient in particular its last
words, that is expressed in the name of Mother of God:

lupalo z ban’ zolottia,
divchynka mruzhylas’ mriyno.
-yak tebe zvaty? — spytav
pervosviashchennyk
-Maria'".

The poem ,, Annunciation of Mother of God -
March, 25 (April, 7)” is the next by chronology. The text
has dialogical character and describes night conversation of
Maria with Angel-envoy. And again, the poet gives the
situation household character, describes it as almost every-
day event: ,,nehadano, bez oholosky / prylynuv yanhol v
domivstvo, / de divchyna chesala kosu / v nichniy sorochtsi
pered snom”'2. Communication of Mother of God with An-
gel and her receiving of the notice about ascension into her
bosom of Holy Spirit is finished by clearly not sacral, but
even somewhat intimate, erotic words:

zdiymalysia nalyti hrudy,
mov shchoyno zorana rillia,
i na zhyvit poklavshy ruku,
skazala: ,,Bozhe, ya tvoya!'>”

From the poem ,Christmas — December, 25
(January, 7)” a reader knows transformed story by the au-
thor about conception and birth of Jesus Christ. Maria and
Josef are central characters in the text. Mordatenko ap-
proaches to image of both characters in interesting way and
shows them in somewhat household light. The text starts
from emotional and strictly male feeling of Josef who hav-
ing learned, that his wife was pregnant:

v cholovika v dushi klekotilo,
azh zmarniv i ohliav, ta ne bidkavs’:
vin diznavsua ishche do vesillia,
shcho yoho narechena. .. vahitna'®,
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Maria is described as ordinary woman in the poetry,
who has problems and physical excitation of a person, who
carries a baby. The author describes her state in very natu-
ralistic way, that gives biblical story a certain extreme vital
meaning: ,cherevata, vazhka, pry nadiyi, u vazi, u
povazhnomu stani, hruba, Bozhe!”'"> Heading biblical plot,
the author doesn’t withdraw from it, but his story has strictly
narrative character, modernized by non-characteristic words
for biblical vocabulary, without any philosophical devia-
tions or deductions:

vydav yakos’ nakaz duzhe vazhnyi,
pro perepys naselennia — tsisar;
y prytiahlysia druzhyna u tiazhi
z cholovikom dlia obliku v misto;
sutenilo, dobralys’ nasylu,
zhinku nudylo bezperestnaku,
cherez brak vilnyh mists’ poshchstylo
u hlivu pryhylytys’ do ranku'®.

We can see chronological continuation of New Testa-
ment story in the poem ,,Presentation of the God — Febru-
ary 2, (15)”, where the image of Maria is also similar to
descriptions of heroines of Ukrainian literature of romanti-
cism (,,Naymychka” [Handmaiden], ,,Kateryna” written by
T. Shevchenko, ,Marusia” written by H. Kvitka-
Osnovianenko, etc.) and forms rustic image of devout
woman-mother, respected wife, the poet Ukrainizes poetic
silhouette of Mother of God:

sorokodenne nemovliatko
nesly batky u tservku shche
dvi horlytsi vziala Maria
na tsilopalny zhertvu, shchob
ochystylas’ blahohoviyno,
mov kvitka peliustky u doshch'’.

We can see another Maria in the poem ,,Dormition of
the Mother of God — August, 15 (28)” — woman of elder
age, who suffered terrible grief of loss of son, unspeakable
pain of crucifix of Jesus Christ for human sins. The poem
describes the situation of fast death of the Mother of God.
Archangel Gabriel came to Maria and assured her, that she
doesn’t have to be afraid: na lavi bilia neyi siv / i rozpoviv
shcho dali bude: / dusha vidlyne yvi sni, / yaku zustrine
hlopets’ liubyi / y poverne dushu v tlinnu plot’, / i pidut’
vdvoh u Bozhe Tsartsvo; / vid serdtsia v zhinky vidliahlo —/
v peredchutti piankoho shchastia'®. The author presents allu-
sion on biblical antagonists, mean ,,congeners” of Christ in
the last verse of the poem:

pro te, shcho zhinochku vziav Boh,
povidav syniv druh zradilyi,

shcho paltsia htiv vstromyt” svoho
u diry vid tsviahiv na tili". ..

Poems analyzed above, which we conditionally call
,,New Testament calendar”, have mostly descriptive charac-
ter, they are characterized with plot, parable, there is not
large accumulation of metaphors, complicated syntactic
constructions, characteristic to the writing of K. Mor-

datenko. If there were not be frequent descriptions of inti-
mate scenes and erotic suggestions, the reader would think,
that this spiritual lyric is poetic adaptive Bible for children.

Iconic image of the Mother of God we can see in the
poem ,,Vyshhorod icon of the Mother of God”. The po-
etry is full of metaphorical content and divides a reader into
two images: the portrait of icon, which is pictorially de-
scribed by the author and image of biblical Maria, archetype
model which is engraved in imagination of each Christian.
The first verse makes recipient initiated into sacral conver-
sation of lyric hero with the icon of the Mother of God:
movchysh nemov zasiyana rillia, / z tvoyeyi smuty vyplu-
tavsia ledve; / vyimayesh sertse z tila, yak bdzholiar / iz
vulyka pahushchu ramku z medom®. Then the artist gives
his characteristics to portrait peculiarities of the icon. In
particular, the look of Maria is described by the author with
epithet ,,sino luhove, / v yakomu tsvirkuny siurkochut’
tyho” and metaphor: ,tviy pozir biya movchannia
kamenyste, / i siayesh, yak chereshnia, shcho tsvite / i proly-
vaye moloko v synyznu”; nose: ,,mov kalynovyi zhyvets’, /
shcho vyrynu iz kuchuhury snivu”; arms: ,,tvoyi doloni,
nache berehy, yaki yordan’ trymayut’ na hrudnytsi”. The
image of little Jesus who causes strong emotions in poet is
also described in metaphoric and symbolic ways, creating
the feeling of extreme intimacy of the monologue of lyric
hero in front of the icon: ,,Tvoyim dytiam, yak lypoyu ok-
rip, / moya dusha zavariuyetsia y kysne”.

Large reverence of lyric hero reaches such a level, that
lyric ,,me” of the poet almost materializes iconic Maria in
his imagination:

torknutysia po-spravzhniomu yakby!

vtopytysia v tvoyemu skorbi hochu;
tremtiat’ vusta, yak promin’, shcho vidbyvs’
vid krapli, shcho zryvayetsia z lystochka®'.

The poetry ,,Sages” finishes the range of images of the
Mother of God in texts of K. Mordanenko. The personage of
the Son of god is central in the poem, with whom lyric hero
conducts conditional conversation, however, sadness of
Mother overflows the whole canvas of the writing, as she
had had bitter understanding of his terrestrial fate at the very
beginning of this central biblical story, after birth of the son:
»yak ziavylas’ zirka, pryishly zovsibich / mudretsi iz da-
ramy do Syna; / pryhornula Maria do sebe shche bilsh /
nemovlia; vrizh arkana, muzyko!”** Ode of the poem is one
of the most important constants of all religious poems of the
artist, that summarizes the whole greatness of Jesus and total
falling of human, who crucifies the Son of God:

i koly zasurmyv u surmu vartovyi,

rozpynatel® pryiniavsia do zboru;

nezabarom mene ne pobachyte vy,
ale potim pobachyte znovu®.

The image of Mother of God is redefined in the poem
,,Peace of exhaustion” (2010)24, where pictures of eternal
verities, biblical senses and lives of saints, Gospel precepts
are depicted in neo-Baroque intentions. Here the poet ap-

5 bidem.
1 Tbidem.
7 Tbidem.
18 Ibidem.
Y 1bidem.
2 Ibidem.
2 Ibidem.
2bidem.
B bidem.

2* Mordatenko K. Supokiy znemohy: poe-Maria u dva oka ,,Premich dolehlyvosti”, ,Bibliya rym”: poeziyi [Peace of exhaustion: poe-
Maria in two eyes ,,Premich dolehlyvosti”, ,,Bible of thymes”: poems], Kyiv : VTs ,,Prosvita”, 2010, 36 p. [in Ukrainian].
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pears as spokesman, who is frozen between biblical time
and time of technically-civilizational decline, he appeals to
global problems, which objectify crisis of ontological and
anthropocentric. The poem is intertextual intertwining of
proverbs and sayings, quotes from Bible, occasional meta-
metaphors, etc”.

Conclusions. K. Mordatenko differs among Ukrainian
poets of the past and present, because many of his poems
have sacral thematic, touch biblical images and plots, re-
think ontological and spiritual problems of humanity, etc.
As the connoisseur of the author’s texts mentions: ,,his po-
etry is not smooth. The author’s word formations or forgot-
ten words rediscovered by him firstly alert a reader, but they
don’t look like foreign inclusions, conversely, they excite
emotional perception of said, give deep national sounding to
it”. It allows the artist to have specific, deeply individual
poetic vision of historical philosophy of whole humanity.
We considered religious poems, in particular, brightly and
repeatedly issued image of the Mother of God in works of
K. Mordatenko. The author approves mentioned theme in
specific way and in different aspects, gives it new sounding
and senses. Prospects of further investigations consist in
that it is necessary to investigate in details another as well
approved image in the texts of the artist — penetrating sym-
bol of the Son of God.

Buaka JI. O6pa3 Boxoi Martepi B noetuunux tBopax K.
MopaaTtenka. [TutaHHs TyXOBHOCTI Ta XPUCTHUSHCBHKOI TpaIHLil €
JOCHUTH 00’ €MHHUM BiATATYKCHHSIM y Cy4acHil yKpalHCBKil JiTepa-
Typi. BnnuB 6i0miiHUX KHHUT Ha JiTepaTypHi TBOPH i Joci € Haj-
3BHYAWHO TUTIHUKA 1 3HAYHUH, OCKUNbKK BiOnis € HeBUYEPITHUM
JDKEPEeNIoM OJ(BIYHUX TeM, SIKi HIKOJIU He IepecTaHyTh OyTH aKTya-
nbHUME. K. MopaaTeHko y cBoiii 1yXOBHii TBOPYOCTi 3BEpTAETHCS
Oinbmioro g0 obpaszie HoBoro 3amoBity, aBTOpy IiKaBi mocTarti
Icyca Xpucra, Marepi boxoi. Y #oro Tekcrax mpuCyTHI pi3HOMa-
HITHI KaHOHI30BaHI NepcoHaii, fKki 3ragyrotscsa B bioumii Ta icTopil
Lepxeu B minomy (Cumon Kupuneticskuit, Kup Annpiit, bnaxen-
Hui Muxkonaii YepHenpkuii, Nocun Cuinuii, Kimmmenriii, [1aBino ta
iH.). Mera crarTi: gocmiguti 6i0iiiHI MOTHBH, CIOKeTH mpo Ma-

Tip boxy, chopMyBaTU CBOEPIIHY XPOHOJIOTIIO XXUTT Mapii, mpo-
aHaji3yBaTH o0Opa3Hy HamiTpy OiOJMIHHOTO apXeTHIy B TBOPYOCTI
K. Mopaarenka. MeToan n0C/IilKeHHsI: iICTOPUKO-TITEpaTypHHUIA,
mooOpa3Huii, MOpiBHAIBHOTO aHamizy. HaykoBa HOBH3HA BHSBILA-
€THCS B TOMY, 110 J10Ci Maiibke HEMae HayKOBUX CTaTel PO MOETH-
yHy cnagumHy K. MopaaTeHka 3arajgoM Ta HOro AyXOBHI TEKCTH
30kpeMa. BucHoBku. K.MopraTeHko BUpI3HAETCSA cepell YKpaiH-
CHKHX ITIOCTiB MHHYJIOTO 1 CHOTOJCHHS, TOMY II0 0araTo Horo Bip-
[IiB MalOTh CaKpaJbHy TEMaTHKYy, TOPKAIOThCsA Oi10JiHHUX 00pasiB
Ta CIOXKETIB, MIEPEOCMHUCITIOIOTH OHTOJIOTIUHI ¥ JYXOBHI MpoOaeMu
mrofcTBa Tomo. CxapakTepu30BaHO BipIli, sIKi MU YMOBHO Ha3UBa-
€MO ,,HOBO3aBITHIM KajeHaapem”. TeKCTH MaroTh 34e0LIBLIOro
OIIMCOBUI HApaTHB, XapaKTEPH3YIOTbCS CIOKETHICTIO, IPUTUYEBiC-
TIO, Y HUX HE CIIOCTEpIraeThcsi BEIMKOIO HAarpoOMaJKCHHS MeTa-
(dop, BaXKKUX CHHTAKCHYHUX KOHCTPYKIIH, 3arajioM IpHTaMaHHUX
nucbMy K. Mopaarenka. Mu po3rJisiHy M pesiriiiHi Bipiri Ta 30¢i0-
Ha SICKpaBo i 06araropa3oBo BHUIIMCaHUI 0Opa3 boropomuii y TBOp-
yocti K. Mopaarenka. ABTop cneuu@iuHo i y pi3HHX pakypcax
anpo0ye 3a3HaueHy TEMATHKY, HaJa€ 1if HOBOrO 3BY4aHHs i cMHC-
JB.

Knwuogi cnosa: K. Mopoamenxo, penicitina noesis, Mamip
boorca, Icyc Xpucmoc, sipa, bibnia, Hosuii 3anogim.

Bunka Jlidia — cmapwuii suxiadau xagedpu cycninbHux
Hayk ma ykpainosnascmea BIH3 Vxpainu «bykosuncoxuii oep-
orcagnull meouunuil yuigepcumemy. Cnigaemop niopyyHuxa ma
KonexmueHoi Monoepaghii, asmop nonao 70 npayb Haykoeozo ma
HagUaNbHO-MemoouyHo2o xapaxkmepy. Kono naykosux inmepecis:
iHmepaKmueni MexHono2li GUKNAOAHHA YKPAIHCLKOI MOBU  SIK
iHO3eMHOI, YKpaiHO3HABCME0 6 cucmemi 8UU0i 0Cceimu.
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