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Oleksii Balukh. Bukovyna as object of confrontation be-

tween the Ottoman Empire and Rzeczpospolita (in the late 

1653-1673). The article analyzes military and political events on 
the Moldavian State territory through history of Northern 
Bukovyna, versatile sides of the Moldavian-Polish and Moldavian-
Turkish relations related to the life in the Bukovinian land. The 
author also revealed the outcomes of Moldavian masters ruling in 
Bukovyna. He stressed that the fight for the master’s throne started 
after numerous military campaigns of Cossacks to Moldova (1650-
1653) and finish of the long rule of V. Lupu (1653) that led to fast 
changes on the throne almost every six months. Turks considered 
Bukovyna lands as abridge head to attack Rzeczpospolita. Rela-
tions between two countries were very tense and that fact sped up a 
long war. The Polish-Turk military campaign had a negative im-
pact on Bukovynian land. Bukovyna became an arena of the war. 
The Polish Army defeated Ottomans at Khotyn battle in 1673. That 
battle had a positive influence at Poland military and political posi-
tion as well as position of neighboring states. The victory at Kho-
tyn battle was also of international importance. It was a model of 
interaction between different military units: from infantry and cav-
alry to artillery. The Polish army demonstrated that it was able to 
give a decisive rebuff to Ottoman invaders. The Ottoman long rule 
in the region led to worsening economic and demographic situa-
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tion. Thus, Bukovyna became an object of confrontation between 
Rzeczpospolita and the Ottoman Empire in the late 17 th century.  

Key words: Northern Bukovyna, Moldavian State, military 
and political relations, Rzeczpospolita, Ottoman Empire, Walla-
chia, Transylvania. 
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